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How much does it cost to provide accommodation and support?

Historically, churches not only
provide accommaodation to
those in need, but also provide
the much needed support to
help people maximise their
potential in their local commu-
nity and integrate into “normal”
society.

Churches Housing Inc (CHI) will
be investigating the actual
costs of providing supported
accommaodation within the
churches sector.

We will also be investigating the
different responses to tradi-
tional housing needs as cur-
rently met by churches and

their development of different
delivery, business and service
models to meet the varying
needs of their communities.

It is expected that the final
research documents will be
released widely and be available
for participants to use as they
see fit in the expansion of their
work.

It you would like to be part of

this research, please contact

our office.

Services for People with Disability Program

CHI has been advised that some
funding will be available to build
innovative, community based
supported accommodation
places for people with disabili-
ties. This funding will help ad-
dress the shortfall in supported
accommodation and respite for
people with a disability and
their carers and families.

The Supported Accommodation
Innovatian Fund (SAIF) will
target people with severe or
profound disabilities with prior-
ity given to reduce the unmet
needs of people with disabilities
on waiting lists for supported

accommodation/ respite places.

Lang term living and support
arrangements for people with a
severe or profound disability
who are currently cared for by
ageing parents is a critical
issue. Providing appropriate
housing and care arrangements
will also provide carers with
opportunities to participate in
work and the community.

The innovation fund will make a
real difference to the lives of up
to 150 people with a disability,
their families are carers. Sixty
million dollars has been com-

mitted over three years for this
initiative.

Please contact us if you would
like the program guidelines.
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People turned away from specialist homelessness services

On 3 June 2011, the Australian
Institute of Health and Welfare
released Pegple Turned Away
from bovernment Funded Spe-
cialist Homelessness Services
2008/70/1 In previous years
the equivalent report has been
entitled: Jemand far Govern-
ment Funded Specialist Home-
lessness Services.

The report presents data on the
proportion of people turned
away from government funded
specialist homelessness ser-
vices over the course of 18-24
November 2009 and 5-1 May
2010. The report found that

services were operating beyond

capacity and were unable to
completely meet demand for
accommaodation.

The report found that the num-
ber of people who received
support from specialist home-
lessness services increased
from 204,900 in 2008/09 to
219.800 in 2009/10.

Despite the 7% increase in the
number of people who received
support from specialist home-
lessness services the turn-
away rate for people seeking
new and immediate accommo-
dation fell by 3.2%. This coin-

cides with the largest increase

Counting the homeless on census night

The Australian Bureau of Stat-
ics (ABS) will be conducting the
next census of Population and
Housing on Tuesday 9 August
2001. The Census aims to count
every person in Australia and is
important for the planning of
vital services to the community,
including services for young
people experiencing homeless-
ness.

To help achieve an accurate
count of people experiencing
homelessness in NSW. the ABS
needs your assistance in rais-
ing awareness about the Cen-
sus and why it is important.

If you would like more informa-
tion about the Census and how
you can help achieve a good
quality count of homelessness

in funding for specialist home-
lessness services in many
years and confirms what the
sector has been arguing for
many years; that inadequate
resources are the main reason
service are unable to meet
overall demand and that if base
funding was increased signifi-
cantly, the proportion of people
turned away would significantly
decrease.

For more information go to the
Homelessness Australia web-
site at:
www.homelessnessaustralia.org.au

in NSW please email
gemma.luckett@abs.qov.au

National Rental Affordability Scheme (NRAS)

NRAS is an Australian Govern-
ment initiative that aims to
address the shortage of afford-
able rental accommodation by
offering a financial inventive to
accommaodation providers. The
incentive is offered on the
condition that the dwellings are
rented to eligible low to moder-
ate income earners at a mini-
mum of 20% below market
rates.

NRAS aims to:

O Increase the supply of new
affordable rental housing

¢ Reduce rental costs for
low and moderate income
households; and

0 Encourage large scale
investment and innavative
delivery of affordable
housing

Round 4 of NRAS closed in
December 2010 with the ex-

pected announcement of incen-
tives in June 2011, Unfortu-
nately we are still waiting to
hear the outcome of the incen-
tives and further rounds of

NRAS .

If you would like more informa-
tion please contact our office
or go to http://
www.environment.qav.au/
housing/nras/index.html
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Australian Homelessness Clearinghouse

The Australian Homelessness
Clearinghouse is a website for
sharing information and good
practice solutions for the
homelessness sector in Austra-
lia.

It is a tool for the homeless
sector to better communicate
information about homeless-
ness issues in Australia. Itis
funded by the Department of
Families, Housing, Community
Services and Indigenous Affairs
(FaHCSIA) to be a resource for
the homeless sector and will
evaolve with time, need and

input.

As a Clearinghouse, the website
has been designed to provide
information in the following
ways:

Research Papers

Data and Data Sets
Articles on Homelessness
Communities of Practice

News—What's New?

S O

Conferences, Seminars and
Events

Volume 1, Issue |

The site is in its early days and
is by no means fully developed.
You can use the site and help

make it an incredible resource

for tackling homelessness.

For more information go the
website:

http://
homelessnessclearing-
house.govspace.gov.au/

homelessnessclearinghouse.govspace.gov.au

A Buick Guide to Housing Facts and Figures

Housing Stress

At as 2007, 10.9% of NSW fami-
lies were in 'housing stress', ie
they were paying more than
30% of their gross income on
recurrent housing costs.

Private Rental

In 2008, there was a shortage
of 44,000 affordable and avail-
able private rental stock for

very low income households in
Sydney, a shortage of 5,900 in

Newcastle and a shortage of

3.200 in Wollongong.

Social Housing

As at June 2010, there were
B0.444 applicants waiting for
public housing in NSW.

Homelessness

On census night in 2008, there
were 27,374 homeless people in

NSW.

Share Equity/Partnerships

We all know that having a safe,
secure place to live is one of
the most basic human rights,
and something most of us take
for granted.

We believe that churches have
the potential to make a signifi-
cant contribution to the deliv-
ery of housing outcomes.

If your church has any vacant
land but does not have the

capacity or funds to build, we
may be able to facilitate part-
nerships with your local hous-
ing association where they
could build community or af-
fordable housing to meet the
needs of your local community.

Many churches and particularly
church agencies are looking to
develop their assets for com-
munity housing. The potential is

Between 2000 and 2010, there
was a 71.3% decrease in the

supply of public housing (or On census night in

4,164 fewer public housing 2008, there were
dwellings) in New South

Wales. There were 113,085 27,374 homeless
public housing dwellings in the people in NSW

state in 2010. '

" Australian Institute of Health
and Welfare, 'Public rental hous-

ing 2008-03'

We can help facilitate
partnerships to increase
housing

enormous and largely untapped.

The benefits to government,
churches and the community
have already been demon-
strated through those church
based organisations that cur-
rently provide housing.

For more information, please
contact our office.



Vision of the Church

housing movement

The mission of Churches Housing Inc is to
assist Churches to increase the provision
of housing in their communities.

In order to achieve our mission, CHI will:

. Educate the churches and their agencies
on housing needs and opportunities

2. Research to identify needs and re-
sources that can be applied to the provi-

sion of housing

3. Facilitate partnerships between funders,
providers and other parties

4. Advocate for and represent the
churches housing sector

3. Provide relevant support to members

and relevant parties

B. Ensure best practice governance and

management

Churches Housing Inc

Showing the love of God and
neighbour through housing

Suite 107, 33 Phillip St
Parramatta NSW Z1a0

PO Box 2765

North Parramatta NSW 1750

Phone: 02 3633 0333
Fax: 02 3633 9311

E-mail: infol@churcheshousing.org.au

Capitals face at least a decade of unaffordable houses, even in the suburbs

Australian house prices have
moved from being affordable to
severely unaffordable in the
past 10 years—and Sydney is
still the least affordable capital
city. a new study shows.

As well. once working-class
cities such as Wollongong and
Newcastle are as unaffordable
as Sydney when income is taken
into account, and far-flung
Sydney suburbs that were
affordable in 2001 are now
rated as severely unaffordable.

The study, by the National Cen-
tre for Social and Economic
Modelling at the University of
Canberra, and AMP. says it will

take at least another |0 years
of flat house prices, coupled
with income growth, for houses
to regain an affordable status.

The study found median house
prices in Australia grew 147 per
cent between 2001 and 2011,
while median after-tax incomes
only increased al per cent.

As well, Sydney househalds face
the most housing stress with
28 per cent spending more than
30 per cent of after-tax income
on housing expenses.

The report judged Sydney, Mel-
bourne and Adelaide to be
“severely” unaffordable and the

other capitals merely unafford-
able.

|t said more than a0 per cent of
all suburbs in the five main
capital cities were affordable in
2001 but today only 4 per cent
were affordable, not one in an
inner-city area.

The study showed that is was
no longer just capital cities that
faced affordability issues with
regional house prices in North-
ern Territory, Tasmania, Victo-
ria and NSW outstripping
growth in the capital cities.

A new study says income
growth and ten years of flat
house prices are needed for

houses to be considered

affordable
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